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This presentation is based on the article “The Relevance of English in Colombian Scientific 
Research Awareness” published by the Canadian Center of Science and Education on the 
English Language Teaching jornal; Vol. 10, No. 5; 2017. 
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• High school students are B1 according to EF English Proficiency Index (EF EPI) [1-2]. 
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• Most prestigious scientific research journals publish in English, 
regardless of the native  language of the writers [3]. 
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http://www.scimagojr.com/countryrank.php?region=Latin%20America&min=0&min_type=ci 

Publications in contry  journals 
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• Scielo (Scientific Electronic Library Online, www.scielo.org) has 
been the most important Latin American initiative to encourage 
both open access and electronic publication of academic journals 
[4]. 

 
• Journals published by academic societies or university departments 

typically suffered from poor visibility, low circulation, irregular 
publication, and a very local character [4]. 
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Factors influencing proofreading and editing rates: 
• Proofreading charges per word from 150 pesos to 400 

pesos in Colombia. 
• The average translation  rates are USD 0.20 per word and 

USD 100 per page. 
• Country: the richer the country the higher the rates. 
• . 

 
 
 

https://my.enago.com 

• Subject: the more complex and specialized the text the higher the rates. 
• Volume: the larger the volume the lower the rates. 
• Deadlines: the tighter the deadlines the higher the rates. 
• File format: Latex is more expensive than word. 
• Proofreading task is cheaper than translation. 
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•  Is Colombia low proficiency in English affecting the acceptance of peer reviewed 
papers and its world visibility in that language?  
 

• What is the most important skill among writing, reading, listening, and 
speaking?  
 

• How  can Colombian scientists succeed and be competitive internationally?  
 

• Is it an exclusive issue in Colombia?  

8 

14
/0

5/
20

18
 



14
/0

5/
20

18
 

EX
PE

R
IM

EN
TS

- M
ET

H
O

D
O

LO
G

Y
 

9 

• A quantitative approach was used to carry out this study.  
 
• Four years of data (from 2012 to 2015) . 
 
• Three higher education institutions  from Pereira, Colombia. 

1. Universidad Tecnológica de Pereira UTP. 
2. Universidad Católica de Pereira UCP . 
3. Fundación del Area Andina AREANDINA). 
 

• Published papers in Spanish and English.  
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The first proposal is to increase the visibility of Colombian science by publishing research 
papers in both the native language and in English. 
 
To improve Professional English Proficiency of students and teachers. 
 
The most important skills are writing and reading because they favor the production of 
scientific papers, and, by doing so, the rise of scientific citation impact which increases 
scientific awareness. 
 
There is an  evidence that the more scientific publications are written in English, the higher 
the international awareness is. 
 
Support payment of translation of papers  in English for national and international journals. 
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